956 Worthington Ridge 

Opposite Middletown Road 

1790 

John Dunham (1770-1847), tinner, tanner & shoemaker 
& Lucy Tryon (1777-1839) and 2" Lois Beckley (1778- 
1833). 

Housed burned in early 1800s & was rebuilt by Timothy 
Boardman (1808-1865), a tailor, & Julia Stratton (-1874). 
Federal 

Worthington Historic District 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #17 
1800 John Dunham 
current owner: Thomas F. Flannery 
Worthington Ridge Road faces east above Post Office 
Wood building, peak roof, south end brick chimney, two stories and a half, 9 window front, 
paired, 6/6 sash, stone foundation, roof project about 12 inches in front and gable ends, 


2 Ee. historic building 017_a 


hater Orginal 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1800 John Dunham current owner: Thomas F. Flannery Worthington Ridge 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 211 


1790 Timothy Boardman current owner: Margaret Flannery — Federal with Victorian 


Located just to the south of the Elijah Loveland tavern and hotel, this 
property was originally occupied by John Dunham, a tinner, who operated 

a shop on the premises. At some undetermined time in the first decades 
of the 19th century, the Dunham place burned and was rebuilt by Timothy 
Boardman, a tailor. Boardman also had a shop on the premises and 
employed a number of young men and women as apprentices. In 1856, Board- 
man went to Middletown, and Reverend Daniel Francie hancht the honse-— Tn 
1864, Francies sold it to Josiah Robbins of 


Architecturally, the House is an inte 
changing architectural tastes in 19th-centur 
clear how much of the original fabric was re 
rebuilt the Dunham place, but-the massing an 
(a characteristice 18th-century feature) sug 
completely destroy the original dwelling. A 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1790 = current owner: Gregory & Karen Benoit 


John Dunham (1770-1847) son of Barnabus Dunham & Martha Cowles, a tinner, tanner/shoemaker, & 
Lucy Tryon (2777-2839) had a child: Polly. He married 2" to Lois Beckley (1778-1833) daughter of Elias 
Beckley & Lois Parsons. 


House was burned and rebuilt by Timothy Boardman. Boardmans lived in Berlin 1825-1835. In 1840 
and 1850 census in Berlin. Timothy Boardman (1808-1865) son of William Boardman and Mary Osburn, 
a tailor. He married Julia Stratton (-1874) and had children: Horace, Julia, Mary, William, Caroline, 
Emma, and baby. They are buried in Middletown, CT 
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~ 7 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


Timothy Boardman House 


OWN CITY VILLAG OUNTY 
Berkin pare sore 


NO NUMBER (and> or location) 


956 Worthington Ridge 16-1/112/11 
4 OWNER(S) 

Flannery, Margaret " "Berlin 06037 [Seusne [Jeivae 
~ USE (Preseni) (Historie) 

Residence Residence 


ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE 1 ae . EXPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: | LX) Yes C)no (Cee live 


OF BUILDIN 5 [e} EO ) R 1ON 
Federal with Victorian alterations c. 1790 


8. MATERIAL(S) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 


th 
Clopboord 0 Asbestos Siding i) Brick Cle 
O Wood Shingle Byer Siding O Fieldstone 


OD Boord & Batten O Stucco 0 Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone : 
Siding TRE Type: _—Brownstone foundation 


9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


[) Wood frame O Post and beom O balloon 


O Lood beoring masonry ( Structural iron or steel 


ie Other (Specify) 


TO ROOF (Tvp) 


(X) Goble O Flot oO Mansord 0 Monitor |e. sawtooth 
\s: Gombrel fe Shed ey Hip OB Round ae as) 


(Moterial) 


Roll 
Oo Wood Shingle Asphalt 0D Tin 0D Slote 0 Gable end to the street 
Other 


x] Aspholt shingle | Built up O Tile CJ (Specify) (x) Ridge parallel to the street 


11 NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 Lf 38" x 31" 


ONDITION (Siri tials TEAter ia) 
/ . 

Et Excellent Good [3] Foir © Deteriorated O Excellent ia} Good ft} Fair ie: Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY ()em ations WHEN’ (Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN r 

On original . : sae 
[X] site 2 (Jitevea (3 ves [Jno Victo an deta na 
1 REL D OUTBUILDIN OR fs) PE F TURES 
OD Born i Shed 0 Garoge OD Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 


0 aren DO Shop OD Garden 


15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT z 
O Open land oe ix) Residential O Scottered buildings visible from site 


Indus- , oon - 
0 Commercial trial } Rural (x) High building density 
TR INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 


» DJs Conk | Do actwst — L) Potentia! 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO | SOURCES 


©} COMPILED BY 


PHOTOGRAPHER 5 
11/84 
VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE 
P15 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exteriors ’ 


The Timothy Boardman House has a five-bay facade with beaded corner 
boards. The central entry has plain pilasters and a fanlight beneath a 
molded, peaked cap. The fanlight features cast-lead festoons and geo- 
metric ornaments. Sash is a mixture of 6-over-2 and 6-over-6. First- 
floor windows have a wide frieze topped by a narrow fluted molding. 
Slightly projecting window hoods have tno broad scallops on their lower 
edges. Second-floor windows are fitted into the frieze of the Victorian 
cornice, which features broad overhanging eaves and jigsawn brackets with 
turned pendants. Cornice detailing is carried on to the side elevations. 
There is a single large chimney near the left edge of the roof. To the 
rear is an old two-story garage extension; the first floor has been 
converted to a garage. 


r BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR € 


Located just to the south of the Elijah Loveland tavern and hotel, this 
property was originally occupied by John Dunham, a tinner, who operated 

a shop on the premises. At some undetermined time in the first decades 
of the 19th century, the Dunham place burned and was rebuilt by Timothy 
Boardman, a tailor. Boardman also had a shop on the premises and 
employed a number of young men and women as apprentices. In 1856, Board- 
man went to Middletown, and Reverend Daniel Francis bought the house. In 
1864, Francies sold it to Josiah Robbins of Wethersfield. 


Architecturally, the House is an interesting reflection of 
changing architectural tastes in 19th-century Connecticut. It is not 
clear how much of the original fabric was retained when Timothy Boardman 
rebuilt the Dunham place, but-the massing and the beaded corner boards 

(a characteristice 18th-century feature) suggest that the fire did not 
completely destroy the original dwelling. As it stands now, (continued) 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
North, pp. 200-201 
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65 Van Dyke Avenue 
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EQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


Timothy Boardman House 


19. (continued) : 


the house displays the basic form of an 18th-century central chimney house, 
but owes much of its appearance to Federal and Victorian ornamentation. 

The fanlight, with its cast-lead decorations, is one of the defining 
characteristics of the Federal or Adam style, while the window hoods, 
broad overhanging eaves, and cornice brackets are typical of the 

Victorian Italianate style, an important residential and commercial 
building style of the middle and late 19th century. 


